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thority, a general credit? No man versed in history can
inquire whether such reports may not deceive. * Is fame
rather a settled opinion, prevailing by degrees, and for
some time established? How long, then, my lords, and in
what degree must it have been established, to obtain un-
doubted credit, and when does it commence infallible?
If the people are divided in their opinions, as in all pub-
lick questions it has hitherto happened, fame is, I suppose,
the voice of the majority ; for, if the two parties are equal
in their numbers, fame will be equal; then how great must
be the majority before it can lay claim to this powerful
auxiliary ? and how shall that majority be numbered ?

These questions, my lords, may be thought, perhaps
with justice, too ludicrous in this place, but, in my opinion,
they contribute to show the precarious and uncertain na-
ture of the evidence so much confided in.

Common fame, my lords, is to every man only what he
himself commonly hears; and it is in the power of any
man's acquaintance to vitiate the evidence which they re-
port, and to stun him with clamours, and terrify him with
apprehensions of miseries never felt, and dangers invisible,
But, without such a combination, we are to remember,
that most men associate with those of their own opinions,
and that the rank of those that compose this assembly
naturally disposes such as are admitted to their company,
to relate, or to invent, such reports as may be favourably
received, so that what appears to one lord the general
voice of common fame, may, by another, be thought only
the murmur of a petty faction, despicable, with regard to
their numbers, and detestable, if we consider their prin-
ciples.

So difficult is it, my lords, to form any solid judgment
concerning the extent and prevalence of any particular re-
port, and the degree of credit to be given to it. The in*
dustry of a party may supply the defect of numbers, and
some concurrent circumstances may contribute to give
credit to a false report.

But, my lords, we are ourselves appealed to as witnesses
of thfc truth of facts, which prove him to be $ok minister,